Significant Digits

Significant digits: (according to the definition): Are numbers that are the direct result of a measurement.

What are they for??

  The only logical answer that I can give you is that they are a common “language” that scientists of all races communicate through. 

 It’s kind of like the use of the Latin language in biology (example: Gluteus Maximus- meaning your rear end). 

The easiest way to understand these is to learn the four rules for them:

1.) Count all non – zero numbers.

Example: 1.25 g (3 significant digits)

2.) Count all zeros that are in between two non – zero numbers.

Example: 1.01 g (3 significant digits)

3.) Count the zeros that are to the left of the decimal and to the right of the non – zero number.

Example: 100.00 (5 significant digits)

      4.)Do not count the zeros to the right of the decimal place and to the left of a non – zero number.


Example: .001 g (1significant digit)

Write these down and turn in:

1.) 125 Kg =   ??  Sig. Digits

2.) 10206.0 g = ??  Sig digits

3.).0000125 l = ?? Sig digits

4.)2500 m = ?? Sig digits

5.)12502.000 Km = ?? Sig digits

6.) .0000101 mm = ?? sig digits
