Refraction

(Light)

Refraction: occurs when light changes direction due to a sudden change in speed.  

The reason that the speed of the light changes is because of the material that it is going through changes.

Example: Light going through a lens.

Only part of the ray                     changes speed.


Try to think of the 

Light ray as a wheel

& axle.

A lot like a car’s wheel that hits mud or ice and changes speed, when part of the light changes speed and the other doesn’t the whole light ray changes direction.

When all parts of a light ray change speed at the same time, the light will slow down but, it won’t change direction.



Light goes straight through.

All parts slow down at the same time so, the light is not refracted.


