Neutralizing Chemical

Waste

Neutralization: Is a chemical reaction that occurs between an acid and a base.


**The products are always H2O and some kind of salt.


**A salt is an ionic compound (metal and a non – metal) that is produced when an acid is combined with a base.

Universal Indicator (U.I.): is a dark green solution that changes colors based on the pH of the solution.   Acids are red, pink, orange and yellow. 

Neutral (which is what you want) is light green.  Bases are dark green, blue – green, blue and purple.


**If you add 3 to 5 drops of U.I.  to a sample of waste and you see a basic color (see above) then add acid until the mixture turns the U.I. light green.  Get the mixture to a neutral pH before you filter.

Precipitates: Often created when solutions are mixed.  If you can’t see through the waste you may need to filter the waste (through a coffee filter) more than once.  

Once the mixture is neutral and there are no precipitates (floaties) in it you can dump it down the drain while the water is running.

