Isotopes / Activity Series

Isotopes: Are different versions of the same kind of atom.

The sub – atomic particle that identifies all atoms are the protons (atomic #).

Isotopes have the same number of protons but, a different number of Neutrons, which gives them a different mass and different properties.

Example:

Carbon 12.011  &   Carbon 14.011

   6  C


   6  C

**Both are carbon because they both have 6 protons but, have different masses because Carbon 14 (used to date fossils) has two more neutrons than Carbon 12.

Activity Series: are lists of elements with the most reactive element on the top and the least reactive on the bottom.

Example: F – most reactive
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     B – least reactive

Activity series can be made by mixing all of these elements with the same compound and observing which is the most reactive.

