Images and Waves

Images are created from light that is either reflected or refracted from a source of light or from the object that is either reflecting or refracting the light.

There are 2 main kinds of images: 1.) Virtual and 2.) Real.

1.) Virtual images: are created from light that never meets at a common point (called a focal point), do not go in and our of focus and is usually created from reflected light.

Example: the image you see when you look in the mirror.

2.) Real image: are created from light that does meet at a common point (f.p.), does go in and out of focus and is usually created from refracted light.

Example: Projector, Camera, Microscope.

Waves: are a rhythmic disturbance that moves through some kind of material (called a medium).  There are two different kinds of waves: 1.) transverse and 2.) compressional.

1.) Transverse: are waves that involve the particles of the wave moving at a 90-degree angle to the motion of the wave.

Example: light.

2.) 
Compressional: are waves that involve the particles of a wave moving parallel to the motion of the wave. 



There are 4 main parts of a wave that you will be responsible for: Crest, trough, wavelength and frequency.

Crest- top of the wave.

Trough – bottom of the wave

Wavelength- distance from crest to crest or to trough to trough.

