Control and Variable

Control: is the part of the experiment that represents “normal” conditions.

  The control is often used to compare how other parts of an experiment differ from “normal” conditions.


 If you were investigating the effects of acid rain on plants what could be an example of a possible control?


Water 50 ml of distilled water daily

Variable: is the part of an experiment that you are using to test a specific part of it.


Example from the above experiment?


Water another plant with 50 ml of water and also add 50 ml of sulfuric acid and observe.


**Whenever it is possible you should identify the control part of an experiment and the variables that are being tested.

