   Classification of Matter 

Learning Target:

The students will learn the 3 main classifications of matter and how to tell the difference between them.

All matter can be classified as an element, compound or mixture.

Elements: are all found on the Periodic Table.  These are pure substances that are made of one type of atom.


Example: Helium (2 protons, 2 electrons and 2 neutrons)

Compounds: are formed when two or more types of elements combine as a result of a chemical reaction.


Example: water

Mixtures: are two or more compounds that are not chemically combined and can be separated through physical means.

There are two different kinds of mixtures:

1.) Homogenous: are mixtures that are evenly mixed throughout and you can’t see the individual particles in the mixture.

Example: Milk Shake

2.) Heterogenous: are mixtures that are not evenly mixed throughout.

Example: Italian Dressing

